Sour Lights 


"Then he showed four lights when he wished 


them to set full sail and follow in his wake." 
From "First Veyege 'Reund the World by Magellan.” 


VoL. IX, No. 2 


"The hardest thing of all is left—the conquest not of time and 
space but of ourselves, of our stupidity and inertia, of our greedi- 


ness and touchiness, of our fear and intolerant dogmatism." 


EMILY GREENE BALCH, 
AnnuaL MEetinc, May 7, 1949. 


Our national thinking and international actions are not 
so much humanitarian or democratic as they are predominantly 
military. We have permitted our military leaders to create 
hysteria and panic among us, which has resulted in potentially 
fatal consequences. We probably should not blame these 
leaders, but, instead, recognize our own shortsightedness, 
especially in the face of the current results of their contentions 
and protestations. 


Congress and the American people have accepted a dagger 
thrust at our already severely strained economy in the form 
of almost sixty-five per cent of our national budget being 
devoted to the military, in the comparatively short period 
since the cessation of hostilities. 


Apparently we have also accepted the assertions of our 
leaders that the problem we face is simply and singly the 
enemy of communism and the spread of the Russian orbit. 
Such an attractively easy oversimplification has apparently 
narcotized us to the awful fact that security is no longer 
possible on a national level, and that our fate is inexorably 
linked with that of all the peoples of the world. The easy, 
familiar techniques of threat combined with an overwhelming 
capacity for destruction have suddenly become an escape 
rather than a solution to the almost insuperable problems 
which we must face. It should be clear to most of us that our 
problems are not military. They have resulted from our 
failure, to date, to meet the astronomical physical needs of 
even a subsistence level of goods and services to a war- 
ravaged civilization faced with the incomprehensible future 
of an atomic age. 


That the old, familiar, historically deplored but historic- 
ally accepted military techniques of force and violence are no 
longer valid is best demonstrated by the fact that for four 
years we have directed our capacity to destroy the nations of 
the world, against communism and the spread of Russian in- 
fluence—have we not almost completely and hopelessly failed 
in that avowed purpose? 


In spite of the exasperating behavior of Russia in the 
United Nations and in Eastern Europe, we are too overwhelm- 
ingly superior in every important and many unimportant ways 
to dare shirk our responsibilities. Leadership must inevitably 
come from the United States. The seemingly impossible task 
of creating an atmosphere of amicability in which international 
cooperaticn, based on mutual trust and confidence, will de- 
velop , cannot be accomplished by any other nation. 


If we are as willing to create as we are to threaten and 
destroy, we shall display a calibre of behavior unprecedented 
in human history. Nothing short of such an herculean effort 
will restore hope in the hearts of the peoples of the world, 
hope that civilization has a chance to survive. 


We must rededicate ourselves to the only techniques 
which hold any promise of working, and abandon those tech- 
niques which have always failed and now threaten to destroy— 
not only our enemies—but all mankind. We must display an 
intellectual, moral, and practical courage sufficient to convince 
the world that we have and are exploring with untiring dili- 
gence the means of creating a mutually acceptable world order. 


L. R. M, JR. 
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Why Join the WIL 
And What It Means to Me 


Prize-winning essay by Mrs. Mar- 
jorie S. Wheeler who is a member of 
the Berkeley, California Branch of the 
WILPF: 


It seems to me that women should 
join the Women’s International League 
for Peace and Freedom, founded by 
Jane Addams in the midst of World 
War I, in an effort of conservation to 
offset man’s ancient tendency to destroy. 


Every thinking woman who can read 
must know that the world in which she 
lives is on fire. If she loves her fellow 
men and her country, she should seize 
a bucket and do what she can to stop 
the fire from spreading. 


The WILPF is a sort of bucket bri- 
gade made up of women who are par- 
ticularly aware that another war will 
ruin our world. Many well-meaning 
people, including civic leaders and 
church members, agree that war is 
wrong, only to do nothing about it. 
The WILPF, however, is an active 
league of women who believe that this 
generation has the capacity to stop war 
and to act in that direction, proving to 
our leaders that they, women, are not 
so inactive, ignorant, and helpless as 
in former ages. 


The WILPF is a means of arousing 
women from their comfortable apathy 
and acquiescence. The old pattern of 
war and violence is totally impractical. 
Women must demand new patterns of 
peace and freedom. 


The WILPF has given me more 
knowledge of world conditions and has 
taught me how, for centuries, European 
women have been crucified by the war 
system. Its educational and legislative 
programs have convinced me that war 
is ignorant, unnecessary agony which 
political and military bulldozers have 
been able to bring about for ages, know- 
ing that women (and men) crumple 
before out-moded slogans of patriotism. 


More women must join the WILPF 
and work in the direction of halting 
the compulsive drift towards war which 
leaders, devoid of imagination, ap- 
parently welcome. 


Pearl Buck's Message 

“Someday we too will think war is 
foolish and wonder at rows of crosses 
and it will all be absurd to us,” said 
Pearl Buck addressing a public meeting 
on the subject of Roads to Peace in the 
Far East in West Hartford, Connecticut, 
May 7 at the time of the League’s An- 
nual Meeting. 


“Today the hope of peace is in Asia, 
not Europe,” she stressed, “because the 
people of Asia do and have thought for 
centuries in universal terms.” Miss 
Buck believes that the failure of the West 
to think similarly can be attributed to 
a matter of age. She said that we must 
overcome our selfishness and our im- 
maturity, both of which are disastrously 
evident in the way we act today . 


WOMEN IN ASIA 


Woman’s element in Eastern life has 
given it balance, pointed out Miss Buck. 
She declared that women there do not 
want their sons to go to war because 
“a good man does not become a soldier” 
and the families of those who bear arms 
in Asia are pitied and considered un- 
fortunate. Declaring that the peoples 
of the Far East have other ways of 
solving their problems, she explained 
that soldiers who “create nothing” are 
unnecessary in society there. Accord- 
ing to her, many of the war lords, so 
ruthless and militaristic in their youth, 
turn, in later years, to poetry, painting 
and philosophy hoping that the things 
they did as military men will be for- 
gotten in place of finer, more construc- 
tive deeds. 


Miss Buck continued by saying that 
the Chinese woman is horrified at the 
chivalry which has so isolated women 
here in the West; women in the Orient 
are powerful in their knowledge of the 
fundamentals of life both inside and 
outside of the family. She then pointed 
out that American women today, in con- 
trast, do not know the facts or how to 
get them, tending to believe everything 
they hear. Miss Buck said that the 
WILPF works against this tendency and 
that is why she joined this organization. 


“We must question. We must criticize. 
We must speak,” stated Miss Buck, con- 
cerning American women. “A woman's 
brain can do something a man’s cannot,” 
she asserted. 


U. S. ROLE IN CHINA 
Miss Buck said that it would take 


more than the seven hundred million 
dollars which General Chennault said 
was necessary to rid China of the com- 
munists; it would require our entire 
economy and then much more. Yet, 
according to her, there are practical 
roads to peace. The United States has 
a “second chance at peace and the eyes 
of the world are upon us at this time,” 
she declared. 

“We have not yet tried in China. We 
have played around in China,” she said 


Peace Does Not Mean Stopp 
Armed Truce. Peace Means 
Living Together Ai 


Life can only 
be understood 


backwards; but it 


must be lwed 
for 
KIERKEGAARD. 


and pointed out that it was our arms 
which armed the communists _ there. 
Miss Buck said that the communists 
rode into Nanking on American trucks. 
Asserting that they are new and inex- 
perienced in matters of government. 
she said: “If we go in and help the 
Chinese people, we will be shaping the 
government.” 


Children's Emergency Fund 

United Nations International Emer- 
gency Fund is one of six immediately 
urgent issues about which WILPF 
branches can be active. (See Gladys 
Walser’s | message in May FOUR 
LIGHTS) 

WIL principles are actually at work 
in a variety of ways in the UNICEF. 
Peoples of different ideologies are co- 
operating, including Russia and _ the 
United States Aid is given on the 
basis of need. without discrimination. 
Peoples receiving aid, for immediate 
physical needs, must cooperate in help- 
ine themselves. 

Your branch could plan a course of 
elvcational meetings about the special- 
ize] agencies of the United Nations. 
have played around in China,” she said 
including the UNICEF. “Do not let 
anyone tell you that the United Nations 
has failed. It has not failed. We are 
only at the beginning”, said Gertrude 


ax) 
¥ 


» Stopping War and Leaving an 
Means a Condition of Organized 
ether Among Nations 


FOUR LIGHTS, 
Aucust 11, 1917. 


God offers to 
every mind its 
choice between 


truth and repose. 
Take which you 
please — you can 
never have both. 


EMERSON. 


Baer addressing a recent meeting of 
my branch. “We must support the 
United Nations”, she asserted. “It is 
all we have!” 

We can place chief emphasis on the 
UNICEF. learning how it nourishes, 


educates and how it cooperates with the - 


World Health Organization, the Food 
and Agricultural Organization, an other 
important, constructive agencies. A part 
of this educational project should be 
cooperation with other organizations in 
collecting money for UNICEF. WILPF 
may need to take the lead in your com- 
munity. Please write to me for further 


information. 
EDITH HANSEN 
92 South Keystone Avenue 
Upper Darby, Pennsylvania 
NOTE: Mrs. Hansen has accepted re- 
sponsibility for liaison between WILPF and 
the United States Committee for UNICEF. 


Newly-Elected 


National Board Members 
Mrs. Katharine McC. Arnett, Penna. 
Mrs. Vivian J. Cook, Maryland 
Miss Bertha McNeill, Dist. of Columbia 
Mrs. Mildred Scott Olmsted, Penna. 
Mrs. Elsie L. Picon, Michigan 
Dr. Olive I. Reddick, Maryland 
Miss Grace Rhoads, New Jersey 
Mrs. Emily Parker Simon, Maryland 
Mrs. Annalee Stewart, Illinois 


International News 


The Danish Section of the WILPF 
will be host to our 11th International 
Congress at Copenhagen, from Monday, 
August 15, till Friday, August 19, 1949, 
under the theme “People United Against 
War for Peace and Freedom.” The 
Congress is to meet at the Parliament 
Building (Christiansborg Castle) in 
Copenhagen, where the League will also 
have rooms for officers, committee 
meetings, etc. On the evening of Aug- 
ust 15th, there will be a reception by 
Copenhagen city officials at Town Hall. 


WIL members will realize the great 
importance of a Congress in these times 
of international anxiety, and will want 
to take part in such an event at this 
time. According to the Constitution 
(IIle). International Members have the 
right to attend the Congresses of the 
WILPF as visitors, and are encouraged 
to do so. 


This year the International Summer 
School will be held at Gripsholm, near 
Stockholm, Sweden, from Monday, July 
31st, till Saturday, August 6, 1949, 
with the theme, “Peace and Freedom.” 


Most of the lectures are to be given 
in English, but there will be transla- 
tions into French and German if neces- 
sary. Human Rights, Ways to Peace, 
What Do We Mean by Freedom, The 
Scandinavian Democracies, Education 
to World Citizenship, and History and 
Aims of the WILPF are subjects on the 


provisional agenda. 


Because the school has accommoda- 
tions for only 100 persons, applicants 
are requested to apply as early as pos- 
sible, but not later than June 15th. 
Applications should be sent to Mrs. 
Inga Beskow. IKFF, Sturegatan 7, 
Stockholm, Sweden. 


AUSTRALIA — “We hope soon to wel- 
come Miss Muriel Lester, the travel- 
ing secretary of the International Fel- 
lowship of Reconciliation. Arrange- 
ments are being made for her to lecture 
in all the principal centres of the Com- 
monwealth.” 


AUSTRIA — “Steps are being taken 
to recover the former Austrian head- 
quarters of the WILPF, which had been 
confiscated by the Nazis.” 


BRAZIL — “In the course of the past 
year we have contacted other women’s 
groups and organizations, have done 
educational work, mainly in coopera- 
tion with other active forces in Brazil, 
on behalf of needy children, by spread- 
ing information and distributing. seals 


during a ‘Campaign for Children’. 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA — “In Czechoslo- 

vakia, work is being done on a more 

individual basis. The ‘Art for Friend- 
(Continued on page 4) 


Washington News 


When we look at the achievements ot 
the first session of the 8lst Congress in 
terms of important legislation being 
enacted, our hopes are blighted by the 
log jams of bills, hearings and exten- 
sive delays. The legislative timetable 
broke down completely during the fili- 
buster on the proposed change in the 
Senate rule on cloture and the passing 
months have not been able to make up 


tor ihis loss. 


The WILPF has worked to carry out 
a constructive and consistent program 
for achieving and maintaining peace 
and strengthening free institutions. We 
have said that some of the essential ele- 
ments are: increasing support of and 
use of the UN; economic reconstruction 
instead of rearmament; continuation of 
the Reciprocal Trade Program; im- 
provement of labor-management rela- 
tions; housing legislation to help make 
available decent low-cost sale and rental 
housing; federal aid to education which 
preserves maximum decentralization of 
control; increased benefits and exten- 
sion of coverage under the social se- 
curity system; a national health pro- 
gram. 


You will recognize that very little 
of this program has been enacted into 
law. It will not be unless you help to 
create public opinion. A prominent 
Senator said to me just before my going 
to the Annual Meeting in Hartford, 
“Tell them public opinion is the greatest 
force in a democracy.” 


On the positive side, the House passed 
HR 199 (Judd Bill), which removes 
discrimination on the basis of race and 
national origin, from our Immigration 
and Naturalization laws. In the Senate, 
however, HR 199 has been referred to 
a special research committee on immi- 
gration policy where it will probably 
remain unless you write the Senate 
Judiciary Committee urging action to 
report it to the Senate floor. 


The Displaced Persons Act in 1948, 
despite much public sentiment in favor 
of amendments to guarantee full as- 
sumption by the United States of the 
need for resettlement of DPs, is still in 
Committee and there is doubt that it 
will be considered by both (or either) 
Houses unless you create more public 
opinion. 


The United Nations International 
Childrens Fund, helping millions of 
children, needs to have favorable consi- 
deration by Congress especially to ex- 
tend the present authorization to June 
1950 and to appropriate the balance of 
the authorized $25 million to enable 
continuing coritributions from other 
countries to be matched against this 
sum. 


We have vigorously opposed the 
North Atlantic Pact and World Arms 
Bill which is in the hearings stage as 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Literature Corner 
With myriad meetings and activities dwindling to a more 
leisurely schedule, we suggest that you plan your summer 
reading now. There have been published recently many 
excellent books of great help in clarifying your own thinking 
and in strengthening your position as a creative contributor 
to the peace and freedom of the world. Here are some titles 

to start you—write to us for these books. 


Ends and Means, by Aldous Huxley. In seeking out the truth 
underlying the lunatic surface of our civilization Aldous 
Huxley has discovered the forces of good and evil which 
operate in the contemporary world. He presents here “An 
Inquiry into the Nature of Ideals and into the Methods em- 
ployed for their Realization.” $3.00. 


Peace Symbols, by Zonia Baber. An invaluable educational 
aid, this book contains reproductions of 40 beautiful photo- 
graphs of the Peace Monuments erected during the centuries 
throughout the world. Each picture is accompanied by an 
appropriate historical sketch. This book represents the people’s 
quest for peace. $1.00. 


Jane Addams: Little Lame Girl, by Joan Brown Wagoner. 
With sympathetic charm the author has brought to childre» 
of all ages the story of the childhood of the founder of the 
WILPF. Of tremendous help in teaching the values of life. 
it is a story all children will love to read. $1.75. 


PAMPHLETS 
Hiroshima Declaration of Peace. The moving and encourag- 
ing Declaration of Peace read at the foot of the Memorial 
Tower of Peace at Hiroshima by Shinzo Hamai, Mayor of 
Hiroshima city, on the third anniversary of the holocaust of 
the atomic bomb. Order your attractive copies for use in 
churches and summer schools this summer. 3 for 5c. 
Calling All Women. Revised edition. 2 copies 5c. 
Pioneers for Peace and Freedom. New pamphlet. 2 copies 5c. 
Disarmament Memorandum. Mimeographed. Free. 
Ten Facts Helpful In Answering Misstatements Concerning 
The WIL. Mimeographed. Free. 
Letter to the New York Times, concerning Atlantic Pact 
5 copies 5c. 
What's rong With The North Atlantic Pact? 8 pp. Pamphlet. 
5c each. 


Washington News—({Cont'd from page 3) 


I write and may be on the floor of the Senate when this reaches 
you. 


How much better it would be if the U. S., instead of 
taking the lead in a world armaments race, should take the 
lead in a peace offensive. The U. S. should announce an 
over-all goal of democracy with respect to colonial imperial- 
ism, strategic waterways, conquered territory, economic and 
natural resources, armaments, world government, etc., as a 
basis for world discussion and as a program which we will 
seek to get the world to adopt. 


Does this seem impossible? No, for at least two reasons. 


First—The American people are still free to determine 
the issue of war or peace. If the idea of the inevitability of 
war becomes deeply imbedded in the mind of the people the 
average citizen tends to ignore his share of responsibility for 
his own choices. 


Second—The WILPF has always had pioneer women 
ready to blaze new trails. DuNouy, who wrote Human Des- 
tiny, has suggested that through the long steps upward from 
one-cell life to many-celled life, from plant to animal, from 
animal to consciousness from consciousness to conscience, 
“the uncomfortable non-adapting ones that kept struggling 
and wouldn’t give up were the ones to effect the transitions.” 
The world needs you to be a struggler for peace during the 
81 Congress! ANNALEE STEWART 


Military Appropriations 
There was a large increase in appropriations to military 
agencies for the fiscal year 1949. The budget includes the 
following: 


To launch 70-group Air Force ..........+.. «++ $ 949,000,000 
Stockpiling and strategic materials. .......... - 300,000,000 
Contract Authorizations: 
Army eevee 220,000,000 
50,000,000 
Stockpiling strategic materials ....... «e+. 800,000,000 
Armed Forces Leave Payments ..........eeee0s 700, 
$16,751,095,864 


This is 43.3 per cent of the Federal Budget of $38,604,760,271 


Agencies related to the military received appropriations as follows: 
National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics... $ 66,115,000 
Atomic Energy Commission (incl. Contract 


911,850,000 
Veterans’ Administration (incl. Contract 

War Assets Administration ........c.ccecccecs 65,000,000 
U. S. Maritime Commission (incl. Contract 

American Battle Monuments Commission 

(incl. Contract authorizations) ........ ee 2,355,000 
Philippine War Damage Commission (incl. 

State Dept. appropriation of $12,400,000)... 107,400,000 
Aid to Greece atid ‘Turkey 225,000,000 
Aid to Austria, France, Italy .............0e00- 55,000,000 
Defense Aid, Liquidation of Lend-Lease Program 25,250,000 


Disposal surplus property to foreign governments 18,300,000 


The total appropriations for military agencies and agen- 
cies related to the military were $23,973,020,015, or 62 per 
cent of the total budget. 


International News—(Cont'd from page 3) 


ship’ idea has met with great success here. Last year 18 
schools participated, exhibits were arranged, and the interest 
of Czech children in the way of life of American children was 
aroused. It is planned to continue this work through this 
ear. 

SWITZERLAND — “With other organizations, the Section is 
working to maintain the prohibition of exporting arms from 
Switzerland.” 

FINLAND — “The Finnish Section suggests that complete 
disarmament should be carried out immediately and in all 
countries. In order to make this possible the UN Charter 
should be changed so as to make the member states give up 
their sovereignty in foreign policy.” 


Wanted: 
Emily Greene Balch Correspondence 


I am preparing a biography of Emily Greene Balch 
with her consent and cooperation. Will anyone who 
has letters from Miss Balch or other materials which 
might be of interest please send them to me at 15 
Claremont Avenue, New York 27, New York? Copies 
will be made and the originals promptly returned. 


MERCEDES M. RANDALL 
(Mrs. John H. Randall, Jr.) 
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